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Principal’s Report

Dear parents, friends and students of Ararat Primary 800,

Our week has been a highly focused one, with students in
Grades 3 and 5 undertaking NAPLAN testing over the course of
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. | commend our students
on their efforts, and thank our staff team for their outstanding
work in preparing our children for the tests. Individual
students, and their parents, will receive reports towards the
end of Term 3, which indicate each student’s level of
achievement on the NAPLAN tests against Australian
standards. Our staff team will use the information gained
from NAPLAN to monitor student, group and whole-school
progress, and to inform and direct our teaching and learning
programs into the future. NAPLAN testing can result in high
levels of anxiety in students, which cascades to families. I'm
pleased to inform you that our students coped very well with
the experience, particularly our Year 3s. Well done, everyone!

This morning | had the great pleasure of accompanying ten of
our Year 6 students to the ABC Ballarat radio station to record
our contribution to the Australian War Memorial Roll of
Honour Soundscape — “Remember Me” - an initiative led by
the AWM which aims to capture voice recordings of children
from around Australia as they read the names of those
servicemen and servicewomen who appear on the First World
War Roll of Honour.

We are very proud to have been accepted into the project,
and are one of only three schools across a very large
transmission area to be granted that honour. Across Australia,
62,000 students will be involved in the project, representative
of the 62,000 Australians who lost their lives in the Great War.
The recordings will feature in an audio soundscape in the First
World War Roll of Honour cloisters in the Commemorative
Area of the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. The
soundscape will be played throughout the four years of the
centenary of the First World War.

Education Week 2016

All is set for our Education Week 2016 celebrations,
commencing next Monday, May 16™. Ararat Primary will join
State Schools across Victoria in opening our doors to the
general public, as we showcase the quality and breadth of
programs offered to students in the government education
system, and highlight the outstanding and unique learning

opportunities presented to the children of Ararat Primary
School every day.

As part of our Education Week celebrations, Classroom Walks
for current and prospective families will be conducted next
Wednesday, May 18" at 9:00am and 12:00 noon or by
appointment at any time during the week. Please contact the
school office to organise a booking. Our Prep 2017 Parent
Information Session will be conducted on Wednesday, July 18"
— so please note this important date in your diary. Enrolments
for the 2017 school year are currently being taken, with forms
and information available from the school office.

A full run down of our Education Week special events has been
included overleaf. We extend a special invitation for you to join
us for our ‘BACK TO THE FUTURE” fete and open classrooms
next Thursday afternoon, between 2:30 and 5:00pm, and look
forward to seeing you there!

On behalf of our students and staff, | take this opportunity to
acknowledge ‘Volunteers’” Week’, and applaud the efforts of
the large number of parents, friends and community members
who give so generously of their time for the benefit of our
students, and contribute to making our school the best that it
can be. Thankyou for all that you do, with us and for us, every
day in a multitude of ways! Those thanks are all the more
sincere in light of the massive amount of work that goes on
outside of school hours. Once again, thank you!

Still on the volunteer front, thank you to all students, staff and
family members who supported last weekend’s Alexandra Hall
Trash’'n’Treasure market. Despite the weather, it was a
productive fundraising activity, and positive social event.
Special thanks to Chris Fiscalini for her efforts in bringing it all
together.

Kind regards,

Jennifer Molan

Please note that next Friday, May 20“‘, is a student-free
day at Ararat Primary School, with staff engaged in a
professional learning program with Dr George Booker.

Monday, May 30" is our final student-free day for g
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Dates to remember in Term 2

Friday 20th May
Monday 30th May
Monday 13th June

Staff PD - Student free day

Queen’s Birthday - Public Holiday

Report Writing Day - Student free day

the year, as staff work on mid-year reports.
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Term 2: 11th April - 24th June
Term 3: 11th July - 16th September
Term 4: 3rd October - 20th December
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Our students and staff cordially invite you to join in the fun of Education Week 2016, as we celebrate and showcase
the unique learning opportunities offered at Ararat Primary School.

Our special events include:
Monday — May 16"

° Education Week launch and whole-school Read-In from 8:50am
Tuesday — May 17"
° Ararat College Expo for students in Years 5 and 6

° Aspiring Artists workshop at the Ararat Art Gallery
Wednesday — May 18"

° Lunch time “Mystery Storyteller”
° School Tours — 9:00am and 12:00 mid-day, starting from the school foyer
° Education Week mid-term assembly at 2:15pm

Thursday — May 19"
. “BACK TO THE FUTURE” celebration and fete, from 2:30pm to 5:00pm

We hope you can join us!
Friday — May 20"

. STUDENT-FREE DAY - Staff will be involved in a professional learning program with noted maths educator,
George Booker.

Specialists’ Report .

Term 2 has started out to be very busy so far. All of the students are involved in a special project run by “Have a

Heart for Cambodia”. Students are all creating a mini panel with a portrait of themselves or on the theme ‘Our Sunset,
My World’” which will be sewn together to form a patchwork sunset. This artwork will feature in a special art show being
held in Federation Square, Melbourne on the 23" July. This art show will feature artworks from schools across Victoria
which will then be auctioned to raise money for the “Have a Heart for Cambodia” foundation. So far the panels are
looking amazing; | cant wait to see what it will look like when it’s finished. Our Grade 5/6 students will also be involved in
creating another couple of artworks for this exhibition.

Next Tuesday 17" May, 25 of our students will be going to the Ararat Art Gallery to participate in an Education Week art
activity called ‘The Magical City of Lights’. The students will construct their own ‘Night Light’ building which will be lit up
and displayed at the Ararat Art Gallery. This will be a fantastic morning and we are looking forward to sharing our
finished creations with you later on.

This term, students in all grades will be exploring French Impressionists. After a recent trip to Paris, | have been very
inspired to create a magical art garden. So far Students have loved the sessions, enjoying using quick brushstrokes to
make their artworks and even learning a few French words and trying to talk in a French accent too.

A big thank you to all of you who have helped with the Chinese Dragon Body Project so far. We have lots of sections of

panels sewn together and they look amazing. Stay tuned for updates on future workshops to create scales and complete
our body.

Artas for ...
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http://www.backtothefuture.com/

Girls, Giggles and Games . . .
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SHORT AND SNOTTY TO TALL AND SPOTTY
“The best youth work happens in early years.”
May 25" 7-9pm
at the
Ararat Performing Arts Centre
A FREE information night for parents and carers
who are interested in making the transition easier
for their kids as they move from short and snotty
to tall and spotty

This 2 hour interactive session is a chance to look at
ways in which we can build resilience in our
children: through play, role modeling and
conversation, learning to celebrate their “I CAN”
lists introducing the concept of having a plan

Mothers' Day Raffle Winners . . .

Thank you to everyone who participated in making the Mothers’ Day raffle a huge
success, with approximately $950 dollars raised, and thankyou to our generous sponsors.

The lucky winners were:
Indi Holland - Gift pack

Phil Wright - Diffuser and Soap

Veronica Herbert - Sabo Bracelet

Melissa Hope - Ultracenticals

Peter McDonald - $30 RSL voucher

Michelle Bennett - $30 Café 96 voucher

Marina Melenhorst - $50 Chalambar Bistro voucher
Helen Watson - $50 2Taggs voucher

Regan Price - Skinco 1/2 hr massage

Gwenda Allgood - $15 Fred ‘n’ Betts voucher
Sara Mill - $30 Intersport voucher

Debbie Warrior - trailer of wood

Thomas Bartlett - $30 Sicilians voucher
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Production rehearsal - Scene
6 & 7 3:30pm to 5pm

Presenter Leigh Bartlett has a background in edu- « May 6th Elizabeth McKinnis
c'atlon, wellbeing and sports coach!ng and ha.us prac- 7th Ethan Edwards
ticed the content on her own children! Leigh has
presented many parent education sessions and truly
believes that the best youth work DOES happen 9th Aleara Madex
long before our kids hit their teens! Sevahn Maxwell
For more information or to RSVP contact: 10th Kobe Herbert
Kristy Price: 03 5358 7400 or email: . . .
) ) . Jai Davies-Harrison
kristy.p@grampianscommunityhealth.org.au ) ) )
Aria Davies-Harrison
MON WED THU FRI
® , » 12th 13th LUNCH ORDERS
Breakfast Club NAPLAN
8:30 - 8:50am Catch-up day
géi'lool Banking NAPLAN
processed on Tuesdays Numeracy

16th Assembly 17th

Breakfast Club
Education Week launch 8:30 - 8:50am
and

‘READ IN’ Week Expo

Aspiring Artists’
Workshop

Ararat College Education

18th

School Tours
At 9:00am and 12:00

Mystery Storyteller

Education Week mid-term
assembly 2:15pm

BamboozIle 3:30pm - 4:45pm

19th

Breakfast Club
8:30 - 8:50am

Open School and Fete
“Back to the Future”
2:30 - 5:00pm

20th NO LUNCH ORDERS

STUDENT FREE DAY
Staff PD

23rd Assembly 24th

Breakfast Club
8:30 - 8:50am

5/6 Winter Sports

25th

BamboozIle 3:30pm - 4:45pm

Short and Snotty to
Tall and Spotty - 7:00pm

26th

Breakfast Club
8:30 - 8:50am

“Bounce Program” Year 6

Production rehearsal - Scene
8 & 9 3:30pm to 5pm

27th LUNCH ORDERS

30th 31st

Breakfast Club
8:30 - 8:50am
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STUDENT FREE DAY

Report Writing Day

June 1st

Bamboozle 3:30pm - 4:45pm

2nd

Breakfast Club
8:30 - 8:50am

Production rehearsal - Scene
1,2 & 3 3:30pm to 5pm

3rd LUNCH ORDERS
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b to date with all our news and events by following us on our website. All school notes
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